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events industry forum




MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ONLINE AT 2PM ON MONDAY, 6TH  JUNE 2020
Present:

Steve Heap (Chair), Association of Festival Organisers

Jim Winship (Secretary), the Event Service Association

Eric Stuart, UK Crowd Management Association

George Bacon, British Air Display Association

Andy Lenthall, Production Services Association

Susan Tanner, National Outdoor Event Association

Michael Hirst, Business Visits and Events Partnership
Paul Hooper – Association of Show and Agricultural Associations

Carl Hagemann, Chartered Institute for the Management of Sports & Physical Activity

Joe Chalk, MUTA

Paul Reed, Association of Independent Festival Organisers

Mark Harding, UK Crowd Management Association

Mark Bradshaw, Event Hire Association Europe

Teresa Moore, The Greener Event & Universities
Mark Laurie, NCASS

Fiona Goh, British Arts Festival Association

Apologies:
Jonathan Reid, Portable Sanitation Europe

Carol Smith, Concert Promoters Association

Peter Heath, PLASA

Nicky Greet, PLASA

Nick Morgan, BVEP

Minutes of Last Meeting

These were approved by the meeting.    
Welcome to New Members

Steve Heap welcomed the Showman’s Guild, British Arts Festival Association and the Association of Circus Proprietors into membership.

Government Support for Arts

Steve Heap welcomed the news that the Government was making £1.57 billion available to support arts events, although there is concern that most of this may be channeled into venues.
Membership Report

Jim Winship reported that membership has now risen to 29 organisations including BVEP which has a free membership.
Grants
Steve Heap reported that the EIF Directors had decided in a pre meeting that it would not be appropriate to give grants at this time and agreed to defer this until September.   They would, however, reconvene earlier if necessary.
EIF/DCMS Outdoor Event Guidance

Jim Winship reported that the guidance had been completed and was ready to publish on the EIF website but was held up pending agreement from the Cabinet Office and No. 10 on a launch date.   It was hoped that this would be imminent, particularly as the Scottish Government has published their guidance, based on EIF’s document.   The Scottish Government also underlines the Purple Guide as the reference source for organisers.

Jim Winship agreed to issue the press release immediately to EIF members as a priority when agreement on a launch is finalised.   He also said that he would highlight key messages which members could use about the publication.
It is understood that events will be able to take place any time once the guidance is published, so long as they can comply with the guidelines.

EIF will also issue a list of some events that are planned with the press release.

Once the guidance is published, EIF will discuss linking it to the ‘We’re Good to Go’ certification scheme which is being run by Visit Britain.

Coronavirus Focus

The meeting discussed what EIF should focus on in terms over the next few months and it was agreed that this should be on the need for on-going support after October and until the industry can get back.   The EIF Board agreed to meet after the open meeting to discuss employing an independent research organisation to assess the level of support the different sectors would need.

Freelance Conference (22nd July)

Jim Winship reported that he had agreed to take part in a conference for freelances to talk about the EIF guidance.

Co-ordinated Messages

The meeting discussed the need for the sector to work together and co-ordinate the messages it is giving out, particularly to Government.  Concerns were raised about the number of different organisations promoting guidelines etc. and the confusion this could cause for the industry.

Next Meeting:   The next meeting – which will be online – will take place at 3pm on Tuesday 8th September.   There will be an EIF Board meeting prior to this at 2.15pm to discuss grants.   Invitations will be sent to members shortly.
